Locating Data
Centers in Iowa’s
Creative Corridor

Providing safe and cost-effective
locations statewide for data centers

“In Iowa we found
one of the best
locations around
the world with the
right combination
of infrastructure
capacity and other
resources to support
an Internet data
center of this size.”
Paul Froutan
Director of Hardware
Operations
Google

Iowa’s Creative
Corridor is
located along
Interstate 80 and
the I-80 fiber
backbone. Our
region has low
latency and high
speed access
direct to the
colocation and
interconnection
center at 350 East
Cermak Road in
Chicago.
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Plugged in to the Information SuperHighway

Creative

Iowa’s major cities, including Iowa City and Cedar Rapids,
are consistently named among the top cities for data center
locations in the nation, and the technology industry
employs over 76,000 workers and accounts for
$10.6 billion of the state’s GDP.

Corridor
is in the
heart of
PAETEC’s
fiber
network,
stretching
from
Denver to
Boston.

This region is one of the most wired metros of its size in
the nation. It is located on one of the three main East-West
backbone routes of the digital fiber optic network and has
more than 160 route miles of advanced fiber optic network
in the area.
Costs and operations can be managed easily with the added
benefit of a depot at the Eastern Iowa Airport for HP, Dell and
others for quick part replacement.

into account over 35 weighted criteria. Iowa’s
close proximity to an ample, affordable
power source and a high density
telecommunications infrastructure is in line
with our long-term business approach of meeting
future demand by investing in capacity incrementally in
a very cost-efficient manner.”
Kevin Williams
Director of Data Center Services
Microsoft Corporation

Read the legislation summary at
www.iowascreativecorridor.com/
datacenters

“When choosing future data center sites, we take

Technology Friendly Business Climate
In 2013, Iowa has attracted nearly $1.5 billion in new investments from
IT companies, including the recent location of Facebook and an expansion
of Google. The State of Iowa passed legislation in 2009 to assist a range of
companies from large to small with multi-level incentives based on
qualified investments in the state. These include sales and property tax
exemptions as well as refunds on paid sales taxes. Iowa is a right to work state
that offers flexible assistance for qualifying business expansions or relocations.
•
•
•
•
•
•

No sales or use tax on equipment and computer purchases
No property tax on equipment or computers
No sales tax on electricity
No corporate income tax on profits from sales made outside of Iowa
Low unemployment insurance cost and low workers’ compensation
New jobs tax credits and uniquely financed employee training program

Fault line
Volcano
Earthquakes with a magnitude of 4 or more

Maps detailing national risk factors can be
found at www.iowascreativecorridor.com/
datacenters

Indicators For Potential Seismic Activities

Keeping You Safe

Iowa’s Midwest location is statistically one of the safest areas in the
United States. Iowa has no or very limited threats from hurricanes, earthquakes,
rolling utility blackouts and wildfires.

Keeping Costs Low

Iowa has one of the lowest costs for power in the nation. Our power costs are
in the lower quartile pricing for utilities and utility costs in the Midwest are
typically 25–40 percent less than the national average, according to the
Energy Information Administration.

Keeping You Connected

The Eastern Iowa Airport ranks in the Top 10 of airports in the seven-state
Midwestern region, based on number of passengers served, number of
non-stop destinations and number daily flights. Non-stop flights are offered
to a number of major hubs including Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Detroit,
Houston and Minneapolis.

Quality of People; Quality of Place
Iowa’s Creative Corridor has one of the largest labor
pools in the state and consistent double-digit growth
every decade. Our tech-savvy workforce learns faster
and produces more which helps our region lead the
way for innovative companies. An estimated total of
58,801 people are in the Electrical Manufacturing & IT
regional laborshed.
Potential Available Labor Force
• Computer Software Engineers: 3,145
• Computer Specialists: 1,048
• Computer Support Specialists: 3,669
• Engineering Technicians: 4,105
• Management Analysts: 2,052
• Network & Computer System Administrators: 786

“Locating in Cedar
Rapids gives us

access to reliable

and low cost utilities,
a high density

telecommunications
infrastructure and a

talented and available

workforce supported

by the state’s excellent
education systems

and strong research

universities.”

Bruce Lehrman
CEO, Involta

www.iowascreativecorridor.com
For more information on location benefits of our area please contact:
Brian Crowe
Cedar Rapids Metro
Economic Alliance
(319) 730-1425
bcrowe@cedarrapids.org

Mark Nolte
Iowa City Area
Development Group
(319) 354-3939
mnolte@iowacityarea.com

